
SPARTAN BASKETBALL STANDARDS & EXPECTATIONS 2017-18 
 
As a coaching staff we want to be clear about our expectations for the players. On the back of this sheet you will 
find the standards that we seek to adhere to. We also have expectations regarding specifics that are outlined 
below. 
 

1. Players are students first, then athletes. D and F grades are an unacceptable level of academic 
achievement for Oak Lawn basketball players, as you are putting your future in jeopardy by limiting your 
collegiate and career options. If you cannot commit yourself to your studies, you will be responsible for 
the consequences, including suspension from all basketball activities and/or games. 

 
2. Players are expected to be at all practices and games and to be on time. You should be dressed, ready for 

practice, and engaged in your pre-practice routine at least 10 minutes before its scheduled start. If you are 
not on the court and fully dressed at the designated time, you are officially late. Every effort should be 
made to communicate unavoidable conflicts to your coach ahead of time, at least 1 hour before the event. 
Do not ask a teammate to speak to the coach for you. This includes absences from school on practice or 
game days – if you are absent from school, you must call or text and inform your coach of your situation. 

 
3. Regarding transportation to and from games, players are to ride the bus.  

 
4. Players should be in bed with lights out no later than 11 p.m. the night before game days. We need players 

to be at their mental and physical best, and a good night’s sleep certainly helps. 
 

5. Each player is responsible for his own uniforms. Avoid placing the uniforms in places where they could 
be lost or damaged. 

 
6. Players are to abide by the school’s athletic conduct code. As an Oak Lawn basketball player, you are 

expected to be an example for other Oak Lawn students and student athletes: in school, outside of school, 
and via social media platforms. Problematic behaviors will be dealt with individually at the discretion of 
the coaching staff. If players find themselves in a position or situation that could compromise the integrity 
of the Team, they should leave. Guilt by association is a Team violation. If you are punished at school in 
the form of a suspension, you will, in turn, also be suspended from games. 

 
7. Regarding playing time, the coaches will seek to communicate to each player his role on the team. Some 

will play more than others, as the team is playing to win. As a staff, we work with these players each day, 
we see them on film, and we seek to make decisions that will best benefit the team. Playing time 
decisions are not personal, and it’s very important everyone involved understands that. Where there are 
questions, the player should ask the coach for role clarification. If still unclear, parents should feel free to 
call the coach (please avoid a game-day conversation, including after a particular game). Being aware of 
this and working within this process will enable growth for all persons involved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE TEAM THE TEAM  THE TEAM 
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1. An atmosphere where players can let go and lose themselves in the process is something we will strive for. No 
one must feel it’s up to them alone, but must trust that each person’s role is needed for the TEAM to be as 
successful as possible. 

 
2. Each player will be committed to what’s good for the TEAM; each player will recognize that what’s best for 

the team will likely mean sacrificing individual goals in some aspect. 
 

3. The whole is greater than the sum of the parts. The coach’s goal is to piece together the strongest TEAM. The 
strongest team may or may not include the five best individual players. 

 
4. Intangibles always play a critical role in the make-up of the team. Things ‘click’ best where attitudes are wide 

open and receptive to coaching. 
 

5. Trust is essential. Teammates must be accountable to one another and at the same time willing to extend 
forgiveness toward one another. 

 
6. Any behaviors that would indicate a player resists being open to the team concept, in the way of attitude or in 

response to coaching, cannot be tolerated, as a team is unable to move forward with such disruptions. 
 

7. Each player will take care of academic course work with discipline and responsibility. Failure to do so will 
cost a player the opportunity to play for as long as is needed to rectify the situation. Your academic efforts are 
priority number one as a player. 

 
8. If at any point relationships with family should warrant time away from basketball activities, we will work to 

accommodate that need. 
 

9. Each student-athlete will keep in mind that he represents not only himself; but also Oak Lawn Community 
High School, on and off the court. Playing basketball must be viewed as a privilege.  

 
10. One doesn’t necessarily ‘get it right’ when basketball season begins. Unhealthy and/or unproductive habits 

develop over time and die hard. Develop good habits now. 
 

11. Commitment, Communication, Discipline, Determination, Toughness, Trust, Selflessness, Courage, Strength, 
and Family are the pillars of our program and concepts we will seek to incorporate into each player’s 
basketball experience at OLCHS. In our individual journeys to improve as both players and as people, and in 
our collective journey as a TEAM, these themes will be emphasized and reinforced on a daily basis. 

 
I commit myself to the goals and expectations of this team, as set forth in this document, and do so to the 
best of my ability. 
 
Signed _________________________________ Date ___________ 
 
I support my son in his Oak Lawn basketball experience, and in the commitment he has made to the 
team, as outlined in this document. 
 
Signed _________________________________ Date ___________ 
 
Signed _________________________________ Date ___________ 
 
 

BE ON TIME. TELL THE TRUTH. DO YOUR BEST. 


