
6th Annual Community Outreach Event for Spanish and Arabic Speaking Families 

On Wednesday November 13, 2019, OLCHS celebrated its diversity by hosting 
the 6th Annual Community Outreach Event for Arabic and Spanish Speaking 
Families. This celebration is organized by students in Arabic for Heritage 
Speakers, Spanish 4 Honors, Spanish 4, and members of MSA and their teachers: 
Mrs. Elmasry, Ms. Wong, Ms. Byrne, and Mrs. Razik, respectively. The event was 
first started by Ms. Wong in 2014, for the purpose of fostering a relationship 
with the Spanish speaking community and the school as well as to provide an 
authentic opportunity for students of Spanish to use the language. “I wanted to 
do something positive for the community, school and students” said Ms. Wong. 
At that time, it was only focused on the Spanish speaking families. In 2017, the 
Muslim Student Association joined efforts to create an event for Spanish and 
Arabic speakers of the community. This year, the event yielded a record 
participation because of the involvement of the students in the Arabic for 
Heritage Speakers classes and their families. 41 students from the Arabic for 
Heritage Speakers classes organized the event along with 24 students in the 
Spanish 4 Honors and 14 students from the Spanish 4 classes. 115 members of 
the Arabic speaking community and 22 members of the Spanish speaking 
community attended the event. 

                                                                  Invitation designed by: Nour and Saleh Arnaout,  
                                                                                                                             Arabic for Heritage Speakers Class 

                  
 

The event began at 6:30 pm in the Media Center with the opening remark in Spanish by James Walsh and Sofia Serna, 
and in Arabic by freshman Mohammad AlSheikh and Junior Salma 
Salameh. Next, families toured the school with student tour guides who 
showed and explained important school facilities, offices, and 
classrooms in Spanish or Arabic depending on the family’s preferred 
language.  Families then enjoyed a feast of authentic food made by 
students organizing the event and their families and teachers. Families 
also listened to presentations made by students about the many clubs 
and sports available in OLCHS as well as discussed college options with 
representatives from MVCC and UIC. The night reached the peak with 
the cultural songs and dances, such as Dabka and Salsa, games, and 
raffles! Families, students and teachers went home with lots of fun 
memories. “It was a really nice event, I loved it. I was able to meet new 
people and see my old friends. We should have the event every year” 
— said Jamal Ali, senior, Arabic for Heritage Speakers class.  
  
       Poster created by: Jamal Ali, Arabic for Heritage Speakers class 
 



Mrs. Elmasry explained that she wanted to be involved in organizing this event for a number of reasons: “I wanted to 
support Ms. Wong. She has been organizing this event by herself for many years and I wanted to help her. Additionally, I 
wanted to provide the Arabic 
speaking families with the 
opportunity to see their 
children’s school, meet with their 
teachers and learn about the 
many opportunities available 
here at OLCHS”. She continued 
saying that she wanted to model 
to her students that despite our 
differences we can still work 
together as a team. “I also 
wanted to highlight the 
similarities between Arabic and 
Spanish cultures to our students 
and to Oak Lawn community so 
we can all see that we not only 
can co-exist in the same 
community, but also can live 
together in harmony by 
understanding our differences 
and embracing our cultural 
similarities”. 
 

Poster showing similarities between Spanish & Arabic created by:  
Hanin Diab, Mariam Husein, Sereen Atieh, and Salma Salameh,  

students in Arabic for Heritage Speakers class 
 
This was exactly the feelings that families and students had after the event. Many families expressed their gratitude 
saying they were happy to be welcomed in the school and that everyone was nice and welcoming. Also, students 
organizing the event said that “the event was an opportunity for all of us to participate as a community”. It also 
“brought out the best of all of us as many people were able to see, experience and enjoy the similarities between both 
cultures”. “It was a wonderful experience being able to communicate with all of the families that came and to see them 
feel like a part of the community. I’m really glad a lot of people came and that everyone enjoyed the event”. —Said 
Sarah Driscoll, Spanish 4 Honors class. Abeer Mohamed, a senior, and one of the Arabic students organizing the event 
said that “It is never too late to do anything that gathers all of us together. We’re all a family”. While Hidaya Abu 
Awwad, a sophomore, Arabic for Heritage Speakers class, said that the event was “A great way for the community to 
come all together”. Diego B, Spanish 4 Honors, agreed saying that “The community outreach event is important to the 
mission within our school and community to expand and show acceptance of diversity”. 
 

 
Thank you note made by: Junior Mai Darawad, Arabic for Heritage Speakers class 

 
  



  

 
From left to right: Junior Sofia Serna, freshman Mohammad AlShiekh, and junior Salma Salameh reading family names 
and their tour guides. (Picture taken by Salih and Zeinab Adam, Arabic for Heritage Speakers classes) 
 

 
115 members of the Arabic speaking community and 22 members of the Spanish speaking community attended the 
event. (Picture taken by Salih and Zeinab Adam, Arabic for Heritage Speakers classes) 
 
 
 
 



 
From Left to right: Karima Nofel, Aya Nofel, Mrs. Nofel, Mrs. Shreireh, and Raneem Shreireh. (Picture taken by Salih and 
Zeinab Adam, Arabic for Heritage Speakers classes) 
 

 
From left to right: Mohammad AlShiekh and Mohamed Salem, Arabic for Heritage Speakers Class. (Picture taken by Salih 
and Zeinab Adam, Arabic for Heritage Speakers classes) 
 
 



 

 
From left to right: Hidaya Abu Awwad and Lojain Alrwaidi, Arabic for Heritage Speakers class.  (Picture taken by Salih and 
Zeinab Adam, Arabic for Heritage Speakers classes) 
 
 

 
Ehaab J Samra and his sister Dunia dancing Dabka, a well-known Palestinian dance. (Picture taken by Salih and 
Zeinab Adam, Arabic for Heritage Speakers classes) 
 



  
From left to right: Allysa Canales, James Walsh, Rudy Sanchez, Vanessa Herrera, Janete Jimenez, Aracely Dominguez, 
Melanie Torres, and Samantha Macias. (Picture taken by Salih and Zeinab Adam, Arabic for Heritage Speakers classes) 
 
 

    
Students enjoying the many various games. (Picture taken by Dana Sheikh, Arabic for Heritage Speakers classes) 
 



 
Lots of Spanish and Arabic authentic food made or brought by families, students and teachers. 
 
 
 
 

 
Pride Board. (Picture taken by Dana Sheikh, Arabic for Heritage Speakers class) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Students in Arabic for Heritage Speakers Classes 
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Students in Spanish 4 and Spanish 4 Honors Classes 

 
  
 


