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Cross Countries Group Prepares for Bolivia 

Posted Date: May 27, 2009 

The Cross Countries group is one month away from their Bolivian 
service trip. They have one big fundraiser left to reach their group 
goal of $40,000.00: a relay run across the state of Illinois over a 24-
hour period.  The event is called "Ken-Ya Run Across Illinois" and will 
conclude on the track of OLCHS on Saturday, June 6, 2009, at 4:00 
p.m. The students have also created a t-shirt to memorialize the 
event.  T-shirts are on sale for $8 during all lunch periods in the 
student cafeteria.    

To get more information about "Cross Countries", or to make a 
donation, please contact Chris Repa at (708) 203-2254 or at crepa@olchs.org.  Donations should be in the form 
of a check made payable to "Cross Countries" and sent to Chris Repa at Oak Lawn Community High School, 
9400 Southwest Highway, Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453.  

Photograph:  First Row (L-R): Brian Koltz, Andrew Weisgerber; Second Row: Matthew Deplaris, Peter Buys, 
Daniel Czyz, Brian Jerger, Phillip Armstrong, Luis Quintero, and Patrick Weisgerber  
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Tennis Players Head to State Tournament 

Posted Date: May 28, 2009 

There are two boys tennis players heading to play against the best in the state. 
That's because the doubles team of Joe Barber and Mike Giordano finished fourth 
at second doubles last weekend at the sectional meet and advanced to play in the 
IHSA Boys Tennis State Tournament at Hersey High School this Thursday. 

"Going into the sectional we knew it was easy to come off a conference 
championship and have too much confidence, but I told them to keep it cool in the 
sectional," said head coach Don Duddleston. "Barber and Giordano stayed 
focused, got out and won. They actually changed their strategy going in because 
they knew they were going up against some tough competition. They used the lob 
for a lot of success. Now they are going to the state meet." 

This advancement to the state tournament comes on the heels of the Spartans 
winning the South Suburban Conference Red meet the week before as Duddleston 
mentioned. It took everything the team had, and that means every single victory counted. 

In that conference meet, Barber and Giordano took home first place at second 
doubles. Other conference champions were freshman Marcin Szczepaniak at first 
singles and senior Alex Zavala at second singles. The senior tandem of Mike 
Kilcran and Phil Karczewski took third place at first doubles, and the doubles' team 
of Dan Hernandez and Rahul Mehta took fourth at third doubles. 

"The conference championship was a total team effort," Duddleston said. "There 
was no way we would have won it if everybody did not do what they did that day. It 
was incredible." 

Photograph: State qualifiers Joe Barber (bottom left) and Mike Giordano (top right) 
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Two Coaches Named "SSC Coach of the Year" 

Posted Date: May 28, 2009 

Along with success on the field comes recognition off the field. And 
Oak Lawn Community High School is finding that out this year. Two 
young Oak Lawn coaches this spring were named as "Coach of the 
Year" by the South Suburban Conference after winning conference 
titles. Those coaches were girls track coach Emily Buys and baseball 
coach Brian Clifton. Making this even more impressive, this was 
Clifton's first year as varsity head coach for baseball and Buys' second 
year as head coach of the girls. 

The girls track team won the SSC Red title with a complete team effort 
and the baseball team cruised to the conference title with a SSC Red 
record of 14-2. The baseball team's overall regular season record was 
23-5. The baseball team opens its regional play this week. 

"This year's team certainly committed themselves to getting better and it showed," Clifton said. "We knew we 
had the talent to be in the running for the conference title, but did not foresee a clinching of the title with three 
games to play. The two classes meshed well and together epitomized the pride, commitment, and effort we 
expect from our players."  

For the girls track season, it was an outstanding effort where both the varsity and the frosh/soph levels won the 
conference title. And the numbers of athletes was the biggest they have been in years. The great season 
culminated by having senior discus thrower Becca Egan advance to the state meet. 

"Our team has been growing the past two years, which has definitely contributed to our 
success," Buys said. "After last year's third-place varsity finish and frosh/soph win, the 
team set the goal of becoming both varsity and frosh/soph conference champions.  
Although there was a great mix of returning athletes and new athletes and a great range 
of experience levels, the girls came together to work as one team very well." 

"Our team was made up of a group of dedicated, hard-working athletes who had the 
competitive drive to succeed.  We still have a very young team with most girls returning, 
so we hope to be an even stronger force in the conference and beyond next year!"   

Top Photograph: Emily Buys 
Bottom Photograph:  Brian Clifton  
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Ducks in the Courtyard 

Posted Date: May 29, 2009 

OLCHS has some new visitors this year.  A mother duck and her ten 
babies have taken up residence in the enclosed courtyard.  They are 
here to stay until the babies are able to fly since this is the only way 

out of the courtyard.  This 
is the second year the 
ducks have made their 
home in the courtyard.  
Staff members Wendy 
Kraiss and Beth Murphy 
have purchased feed for 
the ducks and have 2 baby pools in the courtyard so the ducks are 
able to swim. 

Picture:  Mother duck and her 10 babies 
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Farewell to Singing Seniors 

     
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Two graduates, Phillip Armstrong and Kelli Benke, are bound 
for a career in music. Both Phillip and Kelli will major in music 
next year.  Mrs. Meredith McGuire celebrated their talents and 
future aspirations through a special Senior Recital. Phillip and 
Kelli sang songs in English, French, German, and Italian.  
They also performed a duet together at the end. <<read more>>  
  

Tennis Players Head to State Tournament 

   
There are two boys tennis players heading to play against the best in the 
state. That's because the doubles team of Joe Barber and Mike Giordano 
finished fourth at second doubles last weekend at the sectional meet and 
advanced to play in the IHSA Boys Tennis State Tournament at Hersey 
High School this Thursday.  
  
"Going into the sectional we knew it was easy to come off a conference 
championship and have too much confidence, but I told them to keep it 
cool in the sectional," said head coach Don Duddleston. "Barber and 
Giordano stayed focused, got out and won. They actually changed their 
strategy going in because they knew they were going up against some 

tough competition. They used the lob for a lot of success. Now they are going to the state 
meet."   
  
This advancement to the state tournament comes on the heels of the 
Spartans winning the South Suburban Conference Red meet the week before 
as Duddleston mentioned. It took everything the team had, and that means 
every single victory counted. <<read more>>  
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Two Coaches Named "SSC Coach of the Year" 

   
Along with success on the field comes recognition off the field. 
And Oak Lawn Community High School is finding that out this 
year. Two young Oak Lawn coaches this spring were named as 
"Coach of the Year" by the South Suburban Conference after 
winning conference titles. Those coaches were girls track coach 
Emily Buys and baseball coach Brian Clifton. Making this even 
more impressive, this was Clifton's first year as varsity head coach 
for baseball and Buys' second year as head coach of the girls.  
  
The girls track team won the SSC Red title with a complete team 
effort and the baseball team cruised to the conference title with a 

SSC Red record of 14-2. The baseball team's overall regular season record was 23-5. The 
baseball team opens its regional play this week.  <<read more>>  
  
  

Student Chosen for Ronald McDonald Internship 

  
Megan Furtak was chosen for a part-time internship at the Ronald 
McDonald House located near Advocate Christ Hospital.  The internship 
is the result of a partnership between OLCHS and Ronald McDonald 
House. 
 
Megan will assist the House Manager and support the House staff in 
implementing the mission, goals, and daily operational objectives of the 
Ronald McDonald House.  She is expected to create an atmosphere of 
warmth and understanding.   She will work with a variety of people 
including children and senior citizens.  Megan will help determine tasks 
to be done by volunteers, assist and support families, put away 

donations, provide tours of the House, and assist in writing thank you notes for donations.  <<read 
more>>  
  
  

Art Student Designs Car Show Design 

     
Senior Elizabeth Karlstedt's design logo was selected among six 
submissions for the Village of Oak Lawn's Second Annual 
Classic Car Show.  The design logo will be placed on t-shirts to 
help promote the event.  Elizabeth was awarded a $100 prize for 
her work.  Congratulations, Elizabeth! 
 
The Oak Lawn Annual Classic Car Show is on Sunday, July 12, 
2009, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Oak Lawn Library 
Parking Lot. <<read more>>    
  
  

Ducks in the Courtyard 

   
   

OLCHS has some new visitors this year.  A mother 
duck and her ten babies have taken up residence in the 
enclosed courtyard.  They are here to stay until the 
babies are able to fly since this is the only way out of 
the courtyard.   
  
This is the second year the ducks have made their 
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home in the courtyard.  Staff members Wendy Kraiss and Beth Murphy purchased feed for the 
ducks and have 2 baby pools in the courtyard so the ducks are able to swim.  <<read more> 
  
   

Oak Lawn Community High School District 229, Oak Lawn, Illinois  
  
Mission Statement.  Oak Lawn Community High School exists to: inspire, challenge, and empower students and staff in a safe, 
supportive environment; maximize individual potential through academic and personal growth;  and graduate students who attain 
the high standards set forth by our community.  
  
Board Of Education: 
Stephen Trotto, President 
Michael Federico, Vice-President 
Daniel Janik, Secretary 
David Altenburg, Member 
Joseph Amado, Member 
James O'Malley, Member 
Melissa Slade, Member 
  
Administration: 
Dr. Michael Riordan, Superintendent 
Richard Hendricks, Assistant Superintendent 
Joseph Marchese, Interim Principal 
Dr. J. Fred Schouten, Interim Principal  
Joseph McCurdy, Assistant Principal 
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Art Student Designs Car Show Design 

Posted Date: June 2, 2009 

Senior Elizabeth Karlstedt's design logo was selected among six 
submissions for the Village of Oak Lawn's Second Annual Classic 
Car Show.  The design logo will be placed on t-shirts to help promote 
the event.  Elizabeth was awarded a $100 prize for her work.  
Congratulations, Elizabeth! 

The Oak Lawn Annual Classic Car Show is on Sunday, July 12, 
2009, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Oak Lawn Library Parking 
Lot.  

Photograph:  Elizabeth Karlestedt's design logo for Oak Lawn's 
Second Annual Classic Car Show 
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Farewell to Singing Seniors 

Posted Date: June 2, 2009 

Two graduates, Phillip Armstrong and Kelli Benke, are bound for a 
career in music.  Both Phillip and Kelli will major in music next year.  
Mrs. Meredith McGuire celebrated their talents and future aspirations 
through a special Senior Recital.  Phillip and Kelli sang songs in 
English, French, German, and Italian.  They also performed a duet 
together at the end.  

Photograph (L-R):  Seniors and choir members Kelli Benke and 
Phillip Armstrong.  
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Student Chosen for Ronald McDonald House Internship 

Posted Date: June 3, 2009 

Megan Furtak was chosen for a part-time internship at the Ronald McDonald 
House located near Advocate Christ Hospital.  The internship is the result of 
a partnership between OLCHS and Ronald McDonald House. 

Megan will assist the House Manager and support the House staff in 
implementing the mission, goals, and daily operational objectives of the 
Ronald McDonald House.  She is expected to create an atmosphere of 
warmth and understanding.   She will work with a variety of people including 
children and senior citizens.  Megan will help determine tasks to be done by 
volunteers, assist and support families, put away donations, provide tours of 
the House, and assist in writing thank you notes for donations.  

Meghan is a junior.  She is a varsity cheerleader and a member of the 
National Honor Society, SkillsUSA, student council, and student helpers. 

Photograph:  Megan Furtak was selected to serve as an intern for the Ronal McDonald House.   
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Oak Lawn Athletics Rising to Greatness 

Posted Date: June 9, 2009 

There is no denying the fact that Oak Lawn Community High School athletics is on 
the rise. This year is quite possibly one of the most successful years in school 
history, and the future is looking even brighter with a host of good, young coaches 
and dedicated young athletes. 

The proof of this success came this week with the announcement of the South 
Suburban Conference President's Cup Trophy results. Oak Lawn took second 
place with 106 points finishing only 4.5 points behind Oak Forest. The Spartans 
collected nine conference titles, which was the most of any school in the SSC, and 
four second-place finishes out of the 23 sports in which they competed.  

The President's Cup takes all 12 teams in the SSC and awards points based on 
the school's varsity finish in each sport. The conference is broken into two 
divisions, Blue and Red. The conference champion in each sport is awarded six 
points; second place gets five and so on down the line.  

A ton of the credit for such a strong showing goes to exceptional athletes and coaches. Along the way Oak 
Lawn claimed Player of the Year honors with Mostafa Abdelrahman in boys' soccer and Jill Postregna in girls' 
basketball. Oak Lawn also boasted four Coach of the Year awards with football's Ron Thornburgh, Kevin Stow 
in boys' soccer, Emily Buys in girls' track and Brian Clifton in baseball.  

"It has been a tremendous year for the Athletic Department and our student-athletes," Oak Lawn athletic 
director Pat Keeley said. "We look forward to the challenge of continuing our efforts to remain consistently 
competitive and to representing our school and community in a positive manner." 

Adding to the outstanding performance, the Spartans collected nine conference titles on the lower levels as 
well. Oak Lawn was also recognized for its sportsmanship by placing second in that category for the SSC.   

Photograph:  OLCHS Senior Mostafa Abdelrahman was just one of this year's exceptional athletes.   

  

   
 

Back  

News

Page 1 of 1Oak Lawn Athletics Rising to Greatness - Oak Lawn Community High School

6/18/2009http://www.olchs.org/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=377&F_PG=4&print=y



News Article 

Home . News Article  

News Article 

OLCHS Raises $83,000 for Relay for Life 

Posted Date: June 11, 2009 

OLCHS held its annual Relay for Life fundraiser on Saturday, May 16 and Sunday, 
May 17.  Exactly 550 Oak Lawn and Reavis students, faculty, and parents 
participated in this year's event, raising a record amount of $83,000.  Mrs. Jennifer 
Wargin, along with many dedicated faculty and staff members, organizes this event 
each spring. The purpose of Relay for Life is to raise funds to fight cancer and 
raise awareness of cancer prevention and treatment. Loved ones who lost their 
lives to cancer are celebrated at the event, and survivors are honored during the 
opening ceremonies. 

Relay for Life is the American Cancer Society's signature activity. It offers 
everyone in a community an opportunity to participate in the fight against cancer. 
Teams of OLCHS and Reavis students camped out on the school grounds and 
took turns walking or running around the track.  Each team had a representative on 
the track at all times during the event.  The Relay was an overnight event and 
lasted 12 hours. 

Photograph:  OLCHS Senior and Relay for Life Committee Co-Chairperson Jack Kapala addresses the crowd 
during the opening ceremony.  The event raised over $83,000.00 for the American Cancer Society. 
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Response to the Harris Connect Oak Lawn Community High School Online Community Email 

Posted Date: June 11, 2009 

Response to the Harris Connect Oak Lawn Community High School Online Community Email  
  
Dear Alumni: 
  
In response to the email sent from Harris Connect/Graduate Connections, as part of the school's agreement 
with Harris Connect (the company who published last year's Alumni Directory), the company also maintains an 
online community. Although you are welcome to join the online community, the service is not maintained or 
coordinated by Oak Lawn Community High School and you are under no obligation to join.  
  
According to Harris Connect, alumni can update their records through the online community without any fees, 
however, if alumni want to post messages or review other alumni records they must pay an annual fee.  
  
Again, the Harris Connect Online Community is not maintained or coordinated by Oak Lawn Community High 
School. Although the school has an agreement with Harris Connect to track alumni records, there is no 
obligation from alumni to join the Online Community.  
  
If you would like to receive alumni newsletters and other information directly from the school, please register 
through the school's website alumni database (/alumni) and newsletter sign-up (/signup.asp) feature. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joseph McCurdy           Kathy Mertz 
Assistant Principal        Secretary to the Alumni Association  
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Academic Letters Awarded To Seniors 

Posted Date: June 23, 2009 

Oak Lawn Community High School awarded Academic Letter Awards 
to seniors who maintained at least a 3.75 GPA for both semesters of 
the 2008-09 school year. Seniors who earned the award for the first 
time received a chenille embroidered honors patch while students 
who achieved the honor again were presented with gold bars for their 
patches. 

First time recipients included Patrycja Alberska, Andrew Brus, Amy 
Johnson, Kessy Kesner, James Madrigal, Benjamin Nelson, Sara Novak, David Orr, Melissa Pauliks, Andrew 
Roti, Daniel Thompson, Kelly Tillman, Bryana Volk, Patrick Weisgerber, and Rosita Yassin.  
 
Second year honorees included Grace Barker, Lauren Biggs, Kyle Bowen, Katherine Cronin, Aiya Hamdan, 
Phillip Karczewski, Shannon Ott, Malgorzata Panszczyk, Mary Pattara, and Trina Procter. 

Third year honorees included Robert Dee, Matthew Deplaris, Meghan Deplaris, Othman Doleh, Rebecca Egan, 
Michael Garcia, William Gebbia, Cathleen Litz, Kanchan Markan, and Michelle Paul. 

Students earning the honor for the fourth consecutive year included Danielle Arnold, Kimberly Cerf, Bruce 
Cheek, Katarzyna Ciszek, Ashton Crivellone, Emily Ashton Depre, Paul Depre, Marek Gal, Laila Hussein, 
Matthew Insalata, Nicole Janik, John Kapala, Mara Kelly, Morgan Kelly, Kelly Knudsen, Arthur Kopec, Amanda 
Marek, Jennifer Nudo, Madalyn Phillips, Jillian Postregna, Luis Quintero, Caitlin Radnis, Brittney Sexton, Megan 
Strelow, Nicholas Synowiecki, Gytis Tamosaitis, and Danielle Zalesny. 

Photograph (L-R) : Oak Lawn Seniors Andrew Roti, Daniel Thompson, Kelly Tillman, Rosita Yassin, and Patrick 
Weisgerber were recognized with Academic Letters at the school's Annual Senior Honors Night.  
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Sports Awards 

Posted Date: July 2, 2009 

The Oak Lawn Community High School coaches and athletic 
department recognized athletes at the recent Spring Sports Awards 
Night. Each sport recognized players for team accomplishments, 
South Suburban Conference Red success and individual 
achievements reached during the season. 
  
In badminton, Kimberly Cerf, Krystle Jalbert, Samantha Lindemulder 
and Lauren Ward were all conference champions. Nicole Janik,who 
was a State Qualifier,  was named as the Most Valuable Player. Kimberly Cerf and Morgan Kelly earned the 
Sportsmanship Awards. 
  
The baseball team boasted several all-conference players with Christopher Chigas, Thomas Glover, James 
Mallek, Daniel Pazda, and Daniel Thompson getting the honors. Chigas and Mallek were recognized as the 
Most Valuable Players, and Nicholas Gulino received the Sportsmanship Award. 
  
In girls' soccer, Jennifer Henry and Michaela Sheeran were all-conference selections, and Henry was named 
the Most Valuable Player. Natasha McLaughlin earned the Sportsmanship Award. 
  

The girls' softball team was honored with Kimberly Braasch, Katie 
Pearson, Jillian Postregna, and Mary Kate Rose each making the all-
conference team. Erika Veen was honorable mention. Postregna was 
the Most Valuable Player, and Nicole Pirozzoli took home the 
Sportsmanship Award. 
  
In boys' tennis, Joseph Barber, Michael Giordano, Marcin 
Szczepaniak, Alex Zavala made all-conference. Barber, qualified for 
the State meet, Giordano was named the Most Valuable Player, and 
Rahul Mehta got the Sportsmanship Award. 
  
In girls' track, Kristen Callahan, Rebecca Egan, Amanda Marek, and 

Myelle Vann earned all-conference honors. Egan went on to qualify for the State meet. Egan and Marek were 
Most Valuable Players, while Grace Barker won the Sportsmanship Award. 
  
In boys' track, Thomas Hansen, Sean Nash, Antoine Stewart, and Spencer Touchie earned all-conference 
honors, while Andrew Brus, Stephen Bonneville, Peter Buys, Michael Husek, Eben Lancerio, Daniel McInerney, 
and Chris O'Brien were honorable mention. Touchie was a State Qualifier and was the Most Valuable Player. 
Husek and Stewart earned the Sportsmanship Awards. 
  
In boys' volleyball, Andrew Barlos, James Madrigal, John Robinson, and Jacob Siska were all-conference, 
Madrigal was Most Valuable Player, and Oscar Garcia received the Sportsmanship Award. 
  
The evening also recognized the following teams for Conference Championships: Varsity Girls' Track, Varsity 
Boys' Track, Varsity Baseball, Varsity Boys' Tennis, Sophomore Girls' Track, Sophomore Boys' Track, 
Sophomore Badminton, Sophomore Boys' Volleyball. 
  

News



Marek and Postregna were awarded the Vandekreke Award, Patrick Weisgerber was awarded the Godby 
Award, Barker, Kelly Knudsen, and Marek were awarded the Joe Pajac Scholarship, and Marek, Janik, and 
Weisgerber were awarded the Dominic Duran Scholarship. 
  
Top-Right Photograph: Amanda Marek, Nicole Janik, and Patrick Weisgerber were awarded the Dominic Duran 
Scholarship. 
  
Left: Softball Player Nicole Pirozzoli was awarded the Sportsmanship Award by Coach Mayer.   
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