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ment, the team was fortu-

nate to learn some river 

fishing tips from Rob Kas-

janski and former Oak 

Lawn alumni Scott Orban 

of Unique Bassmasters.  

Read about the Des 

Plaines River tournament 

and river fishing  inside this 

monthõs issue. 

 Last but not least, 

donõt forget to take a kid 

fishing this summer.  June 

11-14 are Illinois Free Fish-

ing Days so make some 

time and take a kid fishing! 

Have You Heard About the One That Got Away? 
 Fishing might just 

be the one sport in which 

the greatest lessons 

learned happen when 

things do not go your way 

and the stories you remem-

ber most vividly are about 

the fish that got away.  The 

article written on page two 

explains just how close the 

Spartans were to winning 

their sectional bass tourna-

ment  on Wolf Lake and 

making it to the state bass 

tournament in Carlyle, Illi-

nois.  This issue also de-

buts our teams highlight 

video.  Please click on the 

red link on our homepage  

to check out our memories 

of the 2009-2010 fishing 

season! 

 The team has 

been busy this past month.  

On April 10, we fished a 

tournament sponsored by 

Andrew High School on the 

DesPlaines River.  In 

preparation to this tourna-
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

For all the latest news and information on the Spartan Fishing Team, be sure to check out our teamõs website!   

The best way to contact Coach Kuchyt is through email: ckuchyt@olchs.org  

 

O a k  L a w n  C o m m u n i t y  H i g h  S c h o o l 

Tip of the Month 

When using a spinnerbait, 

attach a 3 inch twister tail as 

a trailer.  It makes a noise in 

the water that we donõt hear, 

but the fish see it and hear it.  

Itõs important to rig it with the 

tail down so that it does not 

interfere with the blades.   

 -Tim Tucker 

 The Spartan Fishing Team would 

like to thank Fish Tales Fishing Club, 

Grassanoõs Pizza, Frankies Beef/Pasta & 

Catering, Buffalo Wild Wings of Chicago 

Ridge, Pawsitively Heaven Pet Resort, 

Donõs Auto Rebuilders, and Happy Hyun-

dai of Oak Lawn for supporting the team 

and being our partners. 

 If you know of a business or or-

ganization that would be interested in 

sponsoring or supporting the Spartan Fish-

ing Team in any way, please contact Coach 

Kuchyt.  Our team offers full page advertis-

ing space in our newsletter which is distrib-

uted to over 3,000 community members of 

Oak Lawn.   

 If you or your business would like 

to help, please contact Coach Kuchyt at: 

ckuchyt@olchs.org 

Luis Garcia, Ben Masek, and Matt Jensen show off the sectional  

tournament  catch. The team placed 6th out of 18 boats. 
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PAGE 2 SPARTAN FISHING TEAM 

 I was looking forward to fish-

ing the sectional bass tournament this 

year. Our bass sectional was at Wolf 

Lake, which is a good bass lake.  I 

have fished this lake a lot through the 

ice this past winter and between my 

dad and I, we have caught a lot of bass 

on Wolf Lake.  

 The weekend before the sec-

tional tournament, I had a turkey hunt-

ing trip planned for months. I was 

really looking forward to going turkey 

hunting, but I decided it would be best 

if I missed this trip and instead, pre-

fished Wolf Lake.  Within the first 20 

minutes of prefishing, we had landed a 

bass. We fished until 2pm, and ended 

up with seven bass and a couple pike. 

We also found some good spots to fish 

during the tournament. 

 The day of the tournament I 

was feeling confident. I knew where 

the fish were and I knew what I can 

catch them on. Right from the start, 

things were going our way.  I had the 

opportunity to draw a number for our 

boat release and fortunately I drew the 

number six. Being the sixth boat to 

leave the staging area allowed us to 

make it to our fishing spot before most 

other boats.  I started sight fishing and 

saw multiple fish on their beds. Within 

15 minutes I had a 15 inch fish on. I 

landed it quickly and we were excited!  

We kept fishing and an hour later, my 

teammate Luis Garcia got another 15 

inch bass.  

 Halfway through the tourna-

ment, Luis switched out of the boat 

and Ben Masek joined us.  We tried 

fishing a different area but we had no 

luck so we went back to our morning 

spot.  We were seeing fish, but they 

just were not biting.  An hour or two 

went by before I hooked on to our third 

fish of the day. It was about the same 

size as my first one.  Shortly after, I 

heard Coach Kuchytõs voice telling 

Ben to òset the hook.ó  I quickly looked 

behind and saw that he had just 

missed a fish.  We were frustrated, but 

not discouraged.  About 30 minutes 

later, Ben hooked onto another bass. 

This time, the fish was hooked and 

jumping out of the water!   As I started 

reaching for the net, I heard a òpingó 

and then the screaming started.  The 

two pound bass had snapped the line!  

We fished for the remainder of the 

tournament with no luck. Our boat had 

a total weight of 4.74 pounds for the 

day putting us in sixth place; we were 

Sectional Tournament at Wolf Lake By Matt Jensen (grade 12) 

just a pound and a half away from win-

ning our sectional.  Either of the fish 

that we missed would have given us the 

opportunity to fish in the state tourna-

ment.  Oak Lawnõs second boat, which 

was sponsored by Mr. Jim Schuld, 

weighed in two bass that were caught 

by Matt Hentgen and Omar Abdulla.  

Their fish weighed 3.10 pounds. 

 Overall, it was a good day, I 

would have liked to place in the top 

three and fish at the state tournament 

on Carlyle Lake, but it was not meant to 

be. I was happy that we able to catch 

fish and compete.  Our team also 

caught some bonus fish. Omar Abdulla 

caught a huge one pound crappie and 

Jamie Schuld caught a northern pike.  It 

was an enjoyable last high school bass 

tournament for me. 


