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state of Illinois participat-

ing  in the second year of 

the state bass tourna-

ment.  The Spartans will 

be competing against 

twelve other schools at 

Wolf Lake on April 23, 

2010.  If the Spartans 

perform well, they will qual-

ify to fish in the state tour-

nament on Carlyle Lake, 

located in southern Illinois.  

Please mark April 23 on you 

calendars and come to Wolf 

Lake to cheer on the 

Spartans!  

February Was A Month Full of Learning! 
 Members of the 

Spartan Fishing Team 

learned quite a bit during 

the month of February.  It 

all started at the Americaõs 

Outdoor Show in Rosemont 

where Spartan anglers had 

the privilege to meet and 

learn bass technique from 

Bassmaster Champion 

Mike Iaconelli.  Ben Masek 

details what he learned 

from Iaconelli on page two.  

A few weeks later, the 

team attended the Tinley 

Park Fishing Show  where, 

besides finding some fan-

tastic deals on fishing mer-

chandise, members at-

tended a catfishing clinic.  

Find out what they learned 

by reading Matt Hentgens 

article on page three.   

 The IHSA also re-

leased the 2010 sectional 

bass tournament assign-

ments.  Oak Lawn will be 

one out of  over 225 high 

schools from across the 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

For all the latest news and information on the Spartan Fishing Team, be sure to check out our teamõs website!   

The best way to contact Coach Kuchyt is through email: ckuchyt@olchs.org  

 

Important News! 

Your 2009  Illinois fishing license 

will expire on March 31.   If you 

are 16 or older, you will need a 

2010 fishing license.   Click here 

to buy a license  online. 

O a k  L a w n  C o m m u n i t y  H i g h  S c h o o l 

Tip of the Month 

When the bass just donõt 

seem to be biting, try spin-

nerbait or jig in a blaze or-

ange or chartreuse.  These 

outrageous hues donõt look 

like anything in nature, but 

the can provoke a reaction 

strike from a moody bass. 

 -Bill Dance 

 The Spartan Fishing Team would 

like to thank Fish Tales Fishing Club, 

Grassanoõs Pizza, Frankies Beef/Pasta & 

Catering, Buffalo Wild Wings of Chicago 

Ridge, Pawsitively Heaven Pet Resort, 

Amerimex Mufflers & Brakes, and Happy 

Hyundai of Oak Lawn for supporting the 

team and being our partners. 

 If you know of a business or or-

ganization that would be interested in 

sponsoring or supporting the Spartan Fish-

ing Team in any way, please contact Coach 

Kuchyt.  Our team offers full page advertis-

ing space in our newsletter which is distrib-

uted to over 3,000 community members of 

Oak Lawn.   

 If you or your business would like 

to help, please contact Coach Kuchyt at: 

ckuchyt@olchs.org 

Omar Abdulla, Luis Garcia, Mike Iaconelli, Ben Masek and Kyle 

Kallenborn at the Americaõs Outdoor Show. 
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 On the 31st of January, a 

few of fishing team members and I 

decided to go to the Americaõs Out-

door Show in the Rosemont, Illinois. 

We had heard that professional bass 

angler Mike Iaconelli was going to be 

there teaching high school students 

about bass fishing.  

 We stated off our experi-

ence at the show like any other fish-

ermen would, checking out the new 

2010 fishing products.  We saw a 

bunch of cool stuff but I was not 

really looking to buy anything.   My 

friend Luis was checking out new 

swim baits and he decided to buy 

one.  Next, we looked at some boats, 

hunting stuff, and then we went to 

eat something.  Before we new it, it 

was time to see the 2003 Bassmas-

ter champion, Mike Iaconelli.  

 As soon as we found the 

seminar, we got in line because we 

just had to get a couple of auto-

graphs and pictures. The first semi-

nar started at 2pm.  He first talked 

about himself and how he got into 

fishing. Then he let us ask him ques-

tions. I was the only one out of our 

group to ask questions.  I asked òWhat 

is your favorite crankbait technique?ó 

He said that he liked to rip a crankbait 

through the weeds. He also told us 

that 90 percent of the time, his hits 

come when the lure changes direction.  

He explained that if you are fishing in 

open water, keep your rod tip moving 

from side to side, and change the 

speed at which you reel your lure in.  

 After that seminar he signed 

more autographs.  A short while later, 

it was time for the second part of the 

seminar. This time he was really 

teaching us! He focused mostly on 

crankbaits.  Iaconelli told us that we 

should purposely get our lure stuck.  

You might thinks itõs crazy, but  he told 

us that when you yank the lure out of 

the weeds bass will come up and 

smack it. Iaconelli also said to always 

òmatch the hatch.ó This means to 

match the lure to the baitfish that the 

bass are feeding on, focusing on the 

size and color of the lure.  

 Other tips were to bang the 

lure off logs, stumps, or anything else,  

just try to make the lure change direc-

tion and look as if it is dying or injured. 

Meeting Mike Iaconelli By Ben Masek (grade 10) 

 As Iaconelli was finishing his 

presentation, he did the craziest 

thing!   He picked two kids to join him 

on stage and he gave them two of his 

own fishing rods that he used for the 

seminar.  

 It was awesome to get to 

meet a guy I watch on TV.  Mike 

Iaconelli is one cool, nice, and laid-

back guy.  I learned a lot about crank-

bait fishing from him and I canõt wait 

till the ice comes off the lakes and I 

get to go try these new techniques.  

http://www.mikeiaconelli.com/


  It was an early Saturday 

morning when my brother Mike and I 

woke up to go to the Tinley Fishing 

Show with the fishing team. When 

we arrived at school around 8am, we 

saw some of the fishing members 

there already waiting.  Soon, Coach 

Kuchyt arrived and we all jumped in 

the  Spartan mini bus and headed to 

the show.  

 It took about twenty minutes 

to get to Tinley Park High School. 

When we arrived, we paid for our 

tickets, split up, and went shopping 

for lures and fishing gear.  

 At 10am,  a group of us met 

again to go to a catfishing seminar. It 

was a good seminar with a lot of in-

formation. The guy who was hosting 

the seminar was named Cat Matt 

Jones and he told us about flathead 

catfish, channel catfish, and blue 

catfish.  He talked about how to 

catch catfish in deep cover or open 

water and he told us what type of 

bait to use and when to use it. He 

suggested using cut bait, which is a 

fish cut in half or to use live bait fish 

in the early spring. When fishing for 

flathead, he said it did not matter 

the size of the baitfish because a 

flathead will suck it up with its huge 

mouth.  

 Mr. Jones then discussed 

how to catch catfish in different sea-

sons.  In the winter, you have to fish 

down deep and use a baitfish that is 

small because a catfish does not 

want to move since the oxygen level 

in the water is low.  In the late winter 

or early spring, he recommended 

finding small holes on the lake bot-

tom and said that catfish will stack 

on top of each other in these holes.  

If you find a hole, throw your bait and 

you may catch many fish. He also 

recommended fishing near debris in 

the water because catfish use this to 

hide behind and ambush their prey.  

 We were also interested to 

learn about òtraining the eyeó and 

looking for irregularities on the lakes 

surface to help tell you what is hap-

pening under the water.  For exam-

ple, if you see water boiling on the 

surface, then you are probably near 

a drop-off where the current is push-

ing the water off wall of the drop-off 

to the surface, creating a boil. 

 Mr. Jones finished by ex-

plaining how he does not support 

noodleing.  He explained that it is 

bad because when you take the fe-

male catfish out of the hole that she 

is in, it disrupts the process of her 

laying eggs and fewer eggs survive.  

 After the seminar, we went 

back to check out the vendors at the 

show.  We built up an appetite and 

so we decided to try the fried walleye 

that was being served in the cafete-

ria.  It was delicious!   
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Tinley Park Fishing Show By Matt Hentgen (grade 10) 

Matt and Mike show off the lures  

they bought at the show. 

Luis tells Kyle why he likes fishing so much  

while Kyle enjoys some baked beans. 


