Oak Lawn Community High School
Volume 38, Issue 3 April, 2008

Th8ak Lebdt

SportsAchievements A Message From the Principal
Speech

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Spring greetings to the Oak Lawn
Drama and Group Interp. Community High School community! Itis
the time of year that we often call the
. “home stretch”. Finally, the long winter
PRIDE Recipients : weather has subsided, our mandated
3 state testing is behind us, and our seniors
- have their eyes fixed on graduation.
Spartanthletic Booster Club . During these final weeks of school it is
SpartarAlumni & Friends - important that we all not lose sight of our
educational mission to “maximize
Oak Lawn Swim individual potential through academic and personal growth.”
NationalArt Honor Society We fully expect our students to continue giving their best effort
right up through final exams. Parents are requested to reinforce

Students of the Quarter

lllinois State Scholars

Global Society

this at home, and to keep our students focused on their school
Poetry Slam Contest work.

Relay for Life

Please note a couple of important changes for the end of the
Graphic Designs Conference 2007-2008 school year, as well as for the 2008-2009 school
year. Due to the emergency weather day we used in February,
students will be required to attend school on Friday, May 30,
Booster Club Scholarships 2008. Semester two exams will be taken on Wednesday, May 28,
Thursday, May 29, and Friday, May 30, 2008. Additionally, next
school year OLCHS will be adjusting the daily start and end
SeniorYearbookhds times for our school day by ten minutes. The regular school day
will begin at 7:45 a.m., with our Wednesday Late Start schedule
beginning at 8:50 a.m. Students will be dismissed at 3:00 p.m.

National LibraryWeek

Fastweb

Attendance

Dr. Michael J. Riordan
Principal

~

Final Exam Dates Rescheduled

Please make note! Due to an emergency “snow day” on February 1, 2008, the
last day of school is now Friday, May 30, 2008. The Spring final exams will begin
on Wednesday, May 28, 2008, and continue until Friday, May 30, 2008. Please
refer to page 15 for the final exam schedule.
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Sports Achievement s

Varsity Boys’ Basketball

All-Conference: Laith Jabra, William Santiago
Honorable Mention:  Michael Trotta

MVP: Laith Jabra, Michael Trotta

Hustle Award: Mohammad Salem

Most Improved: Scott Smith

In the Boys' Basketball 60-41 IHSA
Chicago South Shore, Michael Trotta
making seven three-point baskets in the game.
all scorers with 24 points.

Regional victory over
tied a school record by
Michael led

Varsity Girls’ Basketball

All-Conference: Melissa Barber, Andrea Mendoza, Jillian
Postregna

Honorable Mention:  Jaclyn Larson, Sarah Reed

MVP: Andrea Mendoza

Sportsmanship: Melissa Barber

Varsity Boys’ Bowling
All-Conference:

Joseph Moore [
MVP: Daniel
Maerker,
Christopher
Taraba
Sportsmanship:
Joseph Moore
State Qualifiers:
Timothy

Fischer, Daniel \

Maerker, Thomas

Miller, Joseph Moore, Bruno Ojer, Kirk Poulsen,
Anthony Renteria, Robert Reynolds, Christopher Taraba

Varsity Girls’ Bowling
All-Conference: Amanda Marek
MVP: Amanda Marek
Sportsmanship:  Candice Burica
State Qualifier: Amanda Marek

Varsity Cheerleading

All-Conference: Rena Elyyan, Elizabeth Willson
MVP: Nina Roberts

Sportsmanship:  Kaylin Schrader

Varsity Girls’ Dance
MVP: Velia Cruz, Annette Piton

Varsity Boys’ Swimming/Diving
MVP: Shadi Asfour
Sportsmanship:  Patrick Weisgerber, Kyle Singer

Varsity Wrestling
All-Conference:
Christopher Salerno
Sectional Qualifier:  Guy Pedigo, Christopher Salerno
MVP: Christopher Salerno

Sportsmanship:  Mitchell Geraghty, Guy Pedigo

Mitchell Geraghty, Guy Pedigo,

Conference Champions

Sophomore Girls’ Basketball: Katheryne Barrow, Natalie
Boll, Mollie Brown, Seda Calbay, Kelly Foley, Anna
Hoban, Michelle Nudo, Brittney Overland, Victoria
Prokop, Mary Rose Kendall, Catherine Yacko, and Taylor
Weiland.
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Varsity Girls’ Basketball: Melissa Barber, Katherine
Bojko, Ashley Catizone, Lauren Green, Nicole Janik,
Jaclyn Larson, Colleen Madden, Andrea Mendoza,
Bridget Niemiec, Elle Opitz, Michelle Paul, Jillian
Postregna, Jennifer Redlin, Sarah Reed, Melissa Roti,
Kristy Scialabba, @ and Megan Strelow.

IHSA Scholastic Achievement Awards

IHSA Scholastic Achievement Awards were earned by the
following juniors and seniors with a 3.5 GPA or higher:
Melissa Barber, Candice Burica, Bruce Cheek, Stephanie
Covarrubias, Velia Cruz, Othman Doleh, Jolene Embree,
Jessica Gillen, Nicole Janik, Courtney Kapala, Kessy
Kesner, Colleen Madden, Amanda Marek, Andrea
Mendoza, Sara Novak, Bruno Ojer, Elle Opitz, Shannon
Ott, Michelle Paul, Ashley Peterson, Annette Piton, Jillian
Postregna, Kirk Poulsen, Andrew Roti, Melissa Roti,
Kaylin Schrader, Kyle Singer, Michaelene Stalla, Megan
Strelow, Gytis Tamosaitis, Christopher Taraba, Daniel
Thompson, Michael Trotta, Michael Volanti, Bryana Volk,
Patrick Weisgerber, and Jillian Wroble

Sports Physicals

Attention all Junior, Sophomore, and Freshman
Athletes/parents! Sports physicals are only good for one
year from the date of the last physical. Sportlink is
returning to OLCHS for one day only. Pre-register now at
www.sportlinkusa.com to reserve your appointment and
ensure that your child receives the most comprehensive
sports physical examination available. This is a great
opportunity to insure your eligibility for the entire 2008-09
season! On-line pre-registration is required. Use school
code: OLCHS.

Recruiting Realities

The Athletic Department sponsored Recruiting Realities, a
60-minute presentation by Jack Renkens to all student-
athletes, their families. and coaches. Jack’s been helping
high school coaches and athletic directors for nearly 15
years, empowering their student-athletes by revealing the
real process behind college recruiting. The information-
packed and entertaining presentation took place in the
Spartan Gym on Monday, April 14, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. If
you missed the presentation, please contact the Athletic
Office at (708) 741-5624 for information.
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2nd Place in State
1st Place in Sectionals
1st Place in Regionals

Team Members: Danielle Arnold, Carissa Banich, Sophia Barakat,
Gianfranco Calafiore, Matthew Capriola, Brendan Getches, Eric
Hoppenrath, John Lamberger, Jennifer Nudo, Gabrielle Metzger,
Thomas P. Murphy, Michael Olsson, Erik Pauliks, Melissa Pauliks,
Nicholas Szurgot, and John Wheaton.

1st Place in Sectionals
1st Place in Regionals

Regional/Sectional Team Members: Robert Beland, Amanda Eversole,
Claire Ford, Katherine Ford, Jacquelyn Heidegger, Rosalie Hincks,
Thomas G. Murphy, Nicholas Pontillo, Jonathan Waterstraat, Antonio
Zhiurinskas, and Susanna Zwirkoski.



PAGEA
lllinois High School Association
Drama and Group Interpret ation
State Champions in Group Interpret
“Me Talk Pretty One Day”
Narrator ............. Robert Beland
Chorus ................ Claire Ford
Chorus ............. Katherine Ford
Chorus ......... Jacquelyn Heidegger
Chorus ............. Rosalie Hincks
Chorus .......... Thomas G. Murphy
Chorus .......... Thomas P. Murphy
Chorus ............... Erik Pauliks
Chorus ............. Melissa Pauliks
State Runner-Up in Drama
“Cyrano de Bergerac”
LeBret.......... Antonio Zhiurinskas
Cyrano ............ Nicholas Pontillo
Roxane ........... Amanda Eversole
Christian ............ Jason Vasquez
Marguerite ........... Amanda Meza
Ragueneau ............ Scott Barber
De Guiche ..... Jonathan Waterstraat
Soldiers ........... Alexander Chigas
.................... Mario Gomez
................. Nicholas Szurgot
.................. Anthony Vargas
Nuns/Parisians ...... Sophia Barakat
..................... Maria Grana
.................... Danielle Kita

................. Gabrielle Metzger
................... Jennifer Nudo

ation
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StUdent S Of the Second Quarter The 2008 lllinois State Scholars were Amy

Adamow, Andrew Bernier, Lindsey
Boots, Jeffrey Budlove, Clayton Carr,
Alexander Chigas, Donald Derencius,
Derick Downey, Brittany DuVall, Jolene
Embree, Jamie Gowin, Jeremy Huish,
Iwona Krzysiak, Steven LaPorte, Ashley
LaVela, Kathryn Marovitch, Emily
Yolanda Aung Amanda Meza Vanessa Delatorre Masek' Amanda Meza! Jack Nagel’ Elle
Science Business Education Family/Cons. Sciences Opitz, Jason Richardson, Lauren Schuld,
Alexis Smith, Jonas Smuikaitis, Megan
Sullivan, Matthew Walsh, Jillian Wroble,
Jessica Wyka, Jorge Zaldivar, Michael
Zero, and Susanna Zwirkoski.

Paul Depre Clayton Carr Jonas Smuikaitis
Foreign Language Social Science Industrial Technology
The Spartan Athletic Booster Club is
pleased to offer three $1000 Joe Pajac
Scholarships again this year. The
scholarships are available to Varsity
Joanna Stachon Kaylin Schrader  Gianfranco Calafiore athletes attending OLCHS graduating in
Mathematics Physical Education English 2008. The senior must have a GPA of 2.5

or better and be enrolling in a college,
university, technical, vocational or an
accredited school program. The money
can be wused toward room, board,
application fees, tuition, books, lab and
other miscellaneous fees. Applications
Jere’mi’i‘gzwecz E"ai?twa'czyk are available in the Athletic Office.
Application deadline is April 22, 2008.

PRIDE Recipient s

The 1st Semester PRIDE (Personal Responsibility
in Daily Effort) Recipients were Nafeesah Akel,
Ryan Altenburg, Phillip Armstrong, Joshua
Arndt, Danielle Arnold, Abdallah Awwad,
Andrew Bernier, Charles Bryk, Lauren
Bulthuis, Ashley Catizone, Paul Depre, Rachel
Dykes, Rebecca Egan, Rena Elyyan, Dennis
Evashenk, Christian Flores, Jamie Gilluly,
Brandon Hoerler, Nicole Janik, John Kapala,
Bayan Khalil, Danielle Kita, Thomas March,
Juan Martinez, Viviana Medel, Gregory
Morrill, Stephanie O Sullivan, John Oganeku,
Madalyn Phillips, Amanda Russo, Lauren
Schuld, Patricia Shaughnessy, Ronald Spitzer,
Megan Sullivan, Patrick Weisgerber, and
Brandon Whitehead.

The Spartan Alumni and Friends Athletic
Association (SAFAA) will once again be
sponsoring the Spartan Super Raffle.
Tickets are $10 each and will be mailed
out to all OLCHS families. This year the
1st Prize is $500, 2nd Prize is $250, and
3rd Prize is an I-Pod Nano. The winning
tickets will be drawn at Spring Sports
Awards Night on Wednesday, May 14,
2008. Your participation is greatly
appreciated. All proceeds go directly to
insure the continuation of our quality
athletic programs. Check out our
alumni website at www.olchs.org for
additional alumni events. Thank you in
advance for your support!
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Oak Lawn Swim Association (OLSA)

The 2008 Summer Swimming Season is upon us!
Are You Ready? Come join OLSA and learn about
competitive swimming! Our coaches will help you
improve your swim strokes and improve your racing
starts and turns, and help prepare you for
competitive meets.

Registration Dates: April 21-22, 2008 from 6:00-
8:00 p.m. in the Spartan Lobby!!!

Please feel free to contact Coach Amie Krueger
with any questions at coachkrueger@gmail.com

Summer Swim Lessons

Want to learn how to swim this summer? Sign up
for our community swim lessons:

Registration Dates:
May 5-6, 2008

Register in the Spartan Lobby from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Cost: $45 per swimmer per session (8 lessons per
session)
Start and End Dates: Monday, June 9, 2008, through
Thursday, July 3, 2008.

Swim Lesson Days & Times:
Mon. & Wed.: 9:00-9:40 a.m. (8 lessons)
Mon. & Wed.: 10:00-10:40 a.m. (8 lessons)
Mon. & Wed.: 11:00-11:40 a.m. (8 lessons)
Tues. & Thurs.: 9:00-9:40 a.m. (8 lessons)
Tues. & Thurs.: 10:00-10:40 a.m. (8 lessons)
Tues. & Thurs.: 11:00-11:40 a.m. (8 lessons)
Please feel free to contact Kristin Kuchyt at
kkuchyt@olchs.org

National Art Honor Society will have its
induction ceremony on Tuesday, April 22, 2008,
at 7:.00 p.m. in the OLCHS Little Theater.
Community members are invited to attend and
celebrate our amazing art students.

Following the ceremony, there will be a silent
art auction of the members’ work. The art show
will take place in the OLCHS Media Center.

Proceeds will go into a scholarship fund that
is awarded to senior members based on future
college plans, society involvement, and financial
need.
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Students met in the Media Center during Global
Society and shared their views on how we should
handle differences. During the presentation, Mr
Atkins shared the following statement: "All humans,
no matter how different they look from one another,
possess DNA that is 99.9% identical to each other.
Out of 30,000 genes, human skin color is
determined by 3 to 6 genes. This means that people
with different skin color have about a .0075%
difference in their DNA. Under the assumption that
most prejudice is based upon skin color, how
intelligent is it to make judgements on people based
upon .0075% of a difference?"

Since the presentation, students and staff have
commented on www.cullspeech.blogspot.com. Log-
on and keep this dialogue going!

Poetry Slam Contest

Mrs. Hochstadt's AP Literature
Class submitted entries to DePaul
University's poetry slam contest,
Strictly Flow. Entrants were
required to be at least 18 years
old and were asked to write about
a theme, non-violence vs. non-
existence. Hundreds of entries
were evaluated, and then 10 poems
from the Chicagoland area were selected. OLCHS
Senior Steven LaPorte's poem made the top 10. He
was the only high school student selected. Steven
was invited to read his poem at the Slam event on
March 8, 2008, at the DePaul University Student
Center. Steven rose to the occasion, accepted the
invitation, presented his poem, and was selected as
third runner up!

Relay For Life

Relay for Life is starting strong with over 40
teams already signed up. It's not too late to join;
if you are interested, see Mrs. Wargin in Room
240.
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Who Says You Can't Make Money in High School?

Mr. Dan Kenny , Graphic Design Productions instructor, gave a presentation at the Connections
Conference 2008 in St. Charles. Mr. Kenny started a successful print shop at Oak Lawn two years ago and
hasn't "stopped the presses" since. His Graphic Design Productions class prints school documents,
including referrals, purchase orders, envelopes, business cards, and much more! Mr. Kenny has used the
proceeds to purchase more equipment and supplies. The print shop also does screen printing for the
school's clubs and activities. This year they made t-shirts for homecoming, Spartan dance, cheerleaders,
basketball, and the fall and spring plays. When Mr. Kenny was asked what gave him the idea of starting
this business, he responded with "my high school graphic design teacher at Andrew High School helped me

decide my career pathway!"

The Media Center hosted its annual National
Library Week celebration on April 14-18, 2008.
This year's theme was "Join the Circle of
Knowledge." The staff hosted a variety of exciting
events, including Ray Hanania, Chicago journalist
and author of Arabs in Chicagoland and
canine/trainer presentations by Adopt-A-Husky,
a non-profit Siberian Husky rescue organization.
As always, the culmination of the week was the
highly-anticipated Poetry Coffee House where
students and staff can recite their own original
poetry.

Booster Club Scholarship s

The Spartan Athletic Booster Club awards three
$1000 scholarships each year to three senior
athletes. The scholarship applications can be
found in the Athletic Department office in Room

227. The eligibility criteria is simple: The
applicant must have earned an OLCHS varsity
letter, must be graduating OLCHS in May, 2008,
and must have maintained a GPA of 2.5 or better.
The topic for the essay is "If you were a high
school coach, what values would you emphasize
to your team?" The application deadline is April
22, 2008, and must be submitted to the Athletic

Office by that date. The three recipients will be
recognized at the Spring Sports Awards Night in
May.
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Yearbook Ad Continued
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Mr. Stephen Trotto, President, ext. 5666

Mr. Joseph Amado, Vice President, ext. 5663
Mrs. Linda Flanagan Vahl, Secretary, ext. 5664
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Mr. Michael Riordan, Principal, ext. 5609

Mr. Joseph McCurdy, Assistant Principal, ext. 5613

Address Correction Requested

Attendance

In order for students to be academically successful, they need to attend school
every day. Parents are encouraged to schedule medical/dental appointments
before or after school hours. If it is necessary for a student to miss school for
an appointment or special situation, a student should complete a pre-arranged
absence form. Forms can be picked up in the Attendance Office (Room 122) or
can be found on the OLCHS website. Forms need to be completely filled out
and returned to the Attendance Office before the date of the absence. We
highly discourage parents from calling to request us to release a student
during the school day. Please follow the proper procedure by completing the
pre-arranged absence form.



The bell schedules for next year have been modified. On most days, school will begin at 7:45 a.m. Please
make note of the start and end times for the 2008-09 school year.






Semester Exam Schedule A
Wednesday, May 28, 2008

Period Start End Minutes
Exam 4 7:55 a.m. [9:25 a.m. 90
Study 3 9:30 a.m . [10:00 a.m. 30
Exam 2 10:05 a.m. [11:35 a.m. 90
Exam 5 11:40 a.m. | 1:10 p.m. 90

Semester Exam Schedule B
Thursday, May 29, 2008

Period Start End Minutes
Exam 8 7’55 a.m. [9:25 a.m. 90
Study 7/ 9:30 a.m . [10:00 a.m. 30
Exam 3 10:05 a.m. [11:35 a.m. 90
Exam 6 11:40 a.m. [ 1:10 p.m. 90

Semester Exam Schedule C
Friday, May 30, 2008

Period Start End Minutes
Exam 1 7:55 a.m. [9:25 a.m. 90
Exam 7 9:30 a.m . |11:00 a.m. 90
[Make-up  [10:05 a.m. |11:35 a.m. 120
Exams













